The Structure of the Earth

1. Use the words in the box to complete the sentences below.


The outer layer of Earth is called the _______________. It is made up of tectonic _____________. Just underneath the crust is the ________________ and right in the middle is the _____________. Colliding plates produce ______________ and ________________ at the plate ________________.

2. Draw a line to form six correct sentences from the fragments below. One has been 

The crust




is made of iron and lies at the centre

Plate boundaries



are under the oceans

The core




is between the crust and the core

The mantle




carry the continents

Oceanic plates



is a thin rocky layer at the surface

Continental plates



are where many earthquakes happen

3. Complete each of these sentences by putting a ring around the correct word.

· The innermost/outermost layer of the Earth is called the crust. It is made of bionic/tectonic plates.

· In the middle/at the edge of the Earth is the core.

· The core is made of iron/lead and is very dense.

· Earthquakes/eclipses occur at plate boundaries. They are caused by plate movements/global warming

4. Read each statement and decide if it is true or false.

· The earth has an iron mantle.

· The crust is made of tectonic plates.

· Volcanoes cannot exist in the ocean.

· Volcanoes and earthquakes occur in the lithosphere.

· America and Europe are moving apart.

· The mantle surrounds the iron core.

· Oceanic plates lie under the oceans.

· Oceanic plates are measured in seismic waves.

5. Using the information below, draw a poster sized, scale drawing of the Earth.

· The centre of the Earth is 6370km down.

· The continental crust is 25km thick at its thinnest point and 90km thick at its thickest point.

· The lithosphere is about 200km thick.

· Underneath the lithosphere is the main mantle.

· The outer core starts at 2900 km down.

· The outer core is liquid and made mainly of iron.

· The inner core starts 5155km down.

· The inner core is solid and made mostly of iron.
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