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[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c8/Taj_Mahal_in_March_2004.jpg] Location: Agra, India
Built By: Emperor Shah Jahan started building the Taj Mahal in 1631.
Importance: It is considered to be an outstanding example of Indian architecture.  
Tourism: The Taj Mahal is a popular tourist attraction with thousands coming to see the symmetry of the structure. 
 









[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTgoIdhDzqZts9eUxVNFkE8U9r6xxJSwyXkqdL1hyHG-Zg5YoACBTJXBIWneA]	What was it for?
The Taj Mahal was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal, who died in child birth. 

It took nearly twenty years to complete and required more than twenty thousand workers.
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What is there to see?
The Taj Mahal appears to gradually alter its color in the changing light of the day. Some people choose to wake up early to see the building at sunrise. You can also get a great view of the building from across the river bank.

Once inside you can admire great Indian architecture ranging from huge arches to marble floors. 











Agra: Tourism
[image: Get a handful of henna][image: ][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSm_Uey187ZnGzmdg5DdpA9oWZFmqyFd-sZdqh5JMrFuyAv7ExB] Taj Mahal Festival

The week long Taj Mahotsav takes place in Agra, right near the Taj Mahal, from February 18-27 each year. The focus of this festival is on arts, crafts, Indian culture, and recreating the Mughal era. It gets underway with a spectacular procession that includes elephants, camels, and drummers. Elephant and camel rides are on offer, and there are also games for the kids, and a food festival.

A beautiful building, amazing that it has been standing there for hundreds of years. Make sure you visit early as it can get very crowded. There will also be a lot of people trying to offer you tours! 

The city of Agra is famous for its exceptional monuments and buildings. It houses many tombs which are dedicated to famous leaders of India. 

 Those interested in the history of India will have an interest in Agra. 
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