*** ‘Hot off the press’ Geography ***

Japanese Earthquake and Tsunami (March 2011)

If you have an opportunity to show some information about the recent earthquake activity there are some fantastic resources online. 

Geography objectives: 

· to investigate places 

· to use secondary sources 

· to use and interpret maps and plans

· to explain how people are influenced by environments

· to explain how humans affect environments

If you only have 10 minutes to discuss this news I suggest you show the Newsround clips and ask the children what they have learnt that is interesting and what else they would like to find out.

To learn about the physical processes take a look at the bbc animated guides / also available as texts downloads

Shelterbox site gives opportunity for fantastic discussion about human impact and disaster reponse as well as information texts about all natural disasters.
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Japan Earthquake: A Newsround special 





Japan has been hit by the biggest earthquake in its history.


The 8.9 magnitude earthquake caused widespread devastation across the country and triggered a huge tsunami. Lots of people have died. 


Several countries around the Pacific were put on tsunami alert, including Australia, New Zealand and countries in central and South America. 


Watch this special edition of Newsround to find out more about what happened, including... 


10-year-old Isabel tells us what it was like being in school in Japan's capital, Tokyo, when the earthquake hit 


And we speak to an earthquakes expert about why there have been so many powerful quakes in recent years 





�
Initial coverage on first day of this news


Includes interview with an affected child describing experiences 


Also reviewing (with clips) other recent earthquakes and discussing the length of recovery time.�
How geography affects peoples lives





Impact on local people


And businesses





Preparing for natural disasters, reacting and recovering


�
Can you find Japan on a map?





How far is it from Japan to the UK?





Can you explain what has happened?





Why has this happened?





Why is this a problem?





What might happen next?





What else do we want to know?





How has this affected people who live in there?





How has this affected people who live further away?





How many different impacts can you list? How could you order these impacts?





Have you got any further questions?





How could you find the answers?�
�
 





 � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_9420000/newsid_9422000/9422013.stm"��http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_9420000/newsid_9422000/9422013.stm�





Last Updated: Friday March 11 2011 11:19 GMT








Japan earthquake: Tsunami waters spread across Japan








Waves caused by a huge tsunami that has hit the north east of Japan have been captured as they move across the coast.


The waves have destroyed many buildings in the region - moving cars, boats and people's homes. 


In one area, an oil refinery has caught fire sending lots of flake smoke into the sky. 


The tsunami was caused by the biggest earthquake ever in the country. �
�



�
Can you provide a oral news report to go with this film clip?





What important points should be included?





How will local people be feeling?





What will these places look like after the waters have retreated?








�
�
 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/earthquake.php"��http://www.youngshelterbox.org/earthquake.php�





I recommend the teacher section on this site.


Have a look at:


This whole site, including reports from teams at the site.


Explanation texts about natural disasters and film clips showing work


pictures and lists of contents of a  ShelterBox which delivers emergency shelter and other lifesaving equipment to a family who have lost everything following a disaster.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Plastic box�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Custom designed family tent�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Waterproof ground mats�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Thermal fleece blankets�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Mosquito nets�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Children’s activity pack�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Stove�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Cooking equipment�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Tool kit�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Water containers & purification�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youngshelterbox.org/inside.php"��Warm hats and gloves�


�
�
Consider human impact and response





Consider why other countries respond to natural disaster emergencies around the world.�
Why do different countries respond to natural disasters around the world?





What sort of help is required?





What sort of person might volunteer to fly out to help in a rescue operation?





What will it be like for the people from the UK who are going to help?





What sort of training might these people receive?





Why are soldiers sometimes brought in?





What are the priorities?





How will priorities change over time?





Which contents of the box do children feel will be most important? / why? / do children agree?�
�
 





General earthquake information


Earthquakes: animated guide 


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4130000/newsid_4132300/4132319.stm"��http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4130000/newsid_4132300/4132319.stm�


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4130000/newsid_4132400/4132491.stm"��http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4130000/newsid_4132400/4132491.stm�


follow links on menu on right side of the screen ‘guide to earthquakes’





Tsunami: animated guide 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_4130000/newsid_4137800/4137839.stm�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7533964.stm"��Animated guide�s�� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7533964.stm"��How earthquakes  and tsunamis occur, in graphics and text �� Learn more about the physical processes involved 


Maps and diagrams


Geographic vocabulary


�
What have you learnt about the process of these events?





What else do you want to know?�
�
 








