	Hazel always had a real Christmas tree when the children were young


	Hazel’s children are now 18 and 20 years old

	Hazel used to find pine needles stuck in the carpet in March!
	Hazel has bought an artificial tree this year

	Artificial trees are always a perfect shape
	Artificial trees come in a range of colours

	Two years ago Hazel’s real tree toppled over; it was unsteady because it was an uneven shape
	Last year the council opened a recycling facility for Christmas trees in January

	Real Christmas trees cannot be taken away with normal household rubbish
	Plastic trees should last a lifetime

	Last year the council spent thousands of pounds clearing abandoned trees from the streets in January
	Plastic trees are used, on average, 5 or 6 times before being reused

	Plastic takes hundreds of years to degrade
	A 20kg plastic tree made in Hong Kong would use 5 times the energy it would take to transport a real tree

	The UK is running out of landfill sites for rubbish
	A 2 metre high, 10kg real tree would use a fifth of the energy of a plastic tree in it’s production and transportation

	Real trees tend to be sold close to where they are grown
	Greenpeace want companies to stop  using PVC (polyvinyl chloride) because toxins are produced in its manufacture

	One acre of trees can absorb the CO2 of 18 people
	Real trees absorb carbon dioxide and emit oxygen

	Farmers in Norway have experienced respiratory problems caused by pesticides 
	The UK imports real Christmas trees from Norway. Norway Spruce is a popular variety

	It takes 7-10 years to grow an average sized Christmas tree
	Christmas trees can grow on poor soil on steeper hillsides

	People in the UK buy 7 million real Christmas trees each year
	In Norway natural forests have been removed and have been planted with Norway Spruce

	Monoculture means there is more threat of disease and pests for that crop
	The Soil Association of the UK has a list of Christmas Tree producers that carry its organic certification

	Tests on Christmas tree farm workers have found traces of pesticides in their homes
	Christmas produces an extra 3 million tonnes of waste in the UK

	The nearest recycling depot to Hazel is 12 miles away
	Some councils shred waste Christmas trees turning it into garden mulch



	Last year Paul bought a real tree with roots on it and he replanted it in his garden
	


Information largely taken from the Guardian article (6th Dec 2005: ‘Is it OK… to get a Christmas tree?’). Suggested use: in groups, half have to argue the case for an artificial tree and the other half have to argue the case for a real tree. The additional information (about Hazel etc) should help them to understand some of the reasons people make choices (i.e. not always for environmental reasons)
