Where does the term 'civil society' appear in the IB Geography syllabus?

Describe the role of information and communications technology (ICT) in civil society and the transmission and flow of images, ideas, information and finance. 

Discuss civil society responses to globalization; the adoption, adaptation (glocalization) or rejection of globalized goods, services and cultural traits. 

Describe the role of civil societies in raising awareness of local and global environmental, social and cultural issues. 

Examine the role of civil societies in supporting local economic activity and strengthening local cultural values. 

There are myriad definitions of civil society in the post-modern sense. The London School of Economics Centre for Civil Society's working definition is illustrative:

Civil society refers to the arena of uncoerced collective action around shared interests, purposes and values. In theory, its institutional forms are distinct from those of the state, family and market, though in practice, the boundaries between state, civil society, family and market are often complex, blurred and negotiated. Civil society commonly embraces a diversity of spaces, actors and institutional forms, varying in their degree of formality, autonomy and power. Civil societies are often populated by organizations such as registered charities, development non-governmental organizations, community groups, women's organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations, trade unions, self-help groups, social movements, business associations, coalitions and advocacy groups. [Source]

The IB Geography syllabus defines civil societies as:

Any organization or movement that works in the area between the household, the private sector and the state to negotiate matters of public concern. Civil societies include non-governmental organizations (NGOs), community groups, trade unions, academic institutions and faith-based organizations.

List a civil society example, for each of the categories given below, that operates within your area:

non-governmental organization 

community group 

trade/labour unions 

faith-based organization 

women and youth organizations 

indigenous peoples’ organizations 

professional associations and foundations 

 Activities 

Aims of this lesson: 

· To be able to discuss civil society responses to globalization; the adoption, adaptation (glocalization) or rejection of globalized goods, services and cultural traits. 

· To use the Slow Food Movement to evaluate the relative costs and benefits of local commercial production to the producer, the consumer and the local economy, compared with the costs and benefits of globalized production. 

· To use Survival International to describe the role of civil societies in raising awareness of local and global environmental, social and cultural issues. 

· To use Traidcraft to examine the role of civil societies in supporting local economic activity and strengthening local cultural values. 

