China releases earthquake death toll of children 
Tania Branigan in Mianyang, Sichuan guardian.co.uk, Thursday 7 May 2009 

Days before the anniversary of the earthquake that killed nearly 90,000 people in a mountainous region of south-western China, officials have finally announced the number of schoolchildren who died.

The figure of 5,335 is lower than previous estimates and some parents have questioned its accuracy. Overall, the authorities say that around 70,000 people died in the Sichuan earthquake and another 18,000 are presumed dead.

The children's deaths caused outrage because thousands of school classrooms collapsed, in many cases while buildings around them stood firm.

Chinese officials said that the magnitude of the earthquake was to blame, but experts blamed poor design, substandard building work and lax enforcement of standards.

As pressure built the authorities stifled discussion of the issue and parents suffered harassment and detention for protesting – with even an eight-year-old boy held on one occasion, according to an Amnesty International report last week.

One father, who asked not to be named, told the Guardian: "We protested for justice but it didn't really work out ... When we tried to deal with it by legal means we didn't succeed, so there's no way for us to relieve our suffering."

Shortly after the earthquake Reuters estimated that around 9,000 schoolchildren died, using figures from reports by the state news agency and local media. 
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