IB Geography
5. Leisure at the national/regional scale: Sport
Case study of a national sports league – Explain the hierarchy of a league and the location of its teams. Examine the relationship between team location and the residence of it supporters. 

Case Study – Ligue 1 Football, France. 

Ligue 1 or the Championnat is the premier division in France in which 20 different clubs compete. These 20 clubs are spread over mainland France and play 38 league games per year. This lesser known European domestic football division will provide us with our case study for this section of the syllabus. 
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Over to you: 

Log on to your computers 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligue_1
http://www.ligue1.com/  (English version)

http://www.lfp.fr/ligue1/ (French version) 

Task 1 - Setting the scene.
Use the information available to introduce Ligue 1. Approach this as if you were explaining it to an examiner at the start of a question about the league. Target 200 words.
Task 2 - Locating the Teams
Using the web link underneath. Create an A3 display to show the locations of each of the current French Ligue 1 teams. You will need to print out this graphic and cut and stick the relevant information around it. 

http://billsportsmaps.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/france_ligue1_2010-11_stadia_e.gif
Task 3 - Prior Hierarchy of the Teams

Go to the following web links and print out a full A4 sized copy of each map.
200è-2008 Season - http://billsportsmaps.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/france_2008-09_ligue1_h.gif
2006-2007 Season -  http://billsportsmaps.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/frtest1.gif
http://soccernet.espn.go.com/stats/attendance?league=fra.1&seasontype=4&cc=5739
This is the average number of spectators so far this season in Ligue 1 for each club.

Task 4 – Attendances and popularity

Complete a piece of writing about the attendances at each of the top six clubs. Marseille, Lyon, Lens, St Etienne, Bordeaux and PSG.  

Include:

1. Name and location

2. Pattern of attendance in three web links

3. Use http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligue_1#Members_for_2010.E2.80.9311 to discuss why attendance at each of these clubs is still comparatively large compared to the smaller teams.

4. Look at:

· Seasons in Ligue 1

· League titles Won

· First season of current spell in top division.       (Target 400 words)
Team location and residence of supporters (Sphere of influence)
We know that teams such as Real Madrid and Manchester United have global appeal and have a fan base that stretches across all continents. However, your job is to find out if any of the top 6 teams in Ligue 1 have the same appeal. 

You can presume that the vast number of people that turn up on match day will live in the area surrounding the stadium.

Task 5 – Location, Location, Location

Why are the top 6 stadiums in Ligue 1 located where they are within each settlement? See the Toulouse FC example on the following page. 
You will need to use Google Maps/Earth to locate each of the 6 stadiums. Their addresses can be found on the www.ligue1.fr under the club profile. You should take a screen shot of each of the 6 Google map images and cut and paste into word (don’t forget to source them). Annotate each image to show the relationship between team location and residence of supporters. 
This task can be completed in pairs and the work shared at the end. 
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Example – Toulouse FC


















Task 6 – Supporters away from the town of residence. 
You must now find examples of fan bases away from the city of residence and plot these on a world map.

For example: Marseille supporters club – New York, USA.  http://www.omnewyork.com/
Try to find examples for the top 6 Ligue 1 clubs. They may not be abroad but could be in a different area of France or DOM TOM. You may need to use your French language skills to perform searches on Google.fr to find them. 
Task 7 – Exam Question

With reference to specific examples that you have studied, explain the relationship between team location and the residence of its supporters. (10)

Don’t forget to consult the IB mark scheme when planning to answer this question.

Well done.

Make sure all work is printed out and placed into your IB Geography folder in the order set out here. The exam question should be submitted for marking. 
Large residential areas of social housing and apartments within walking distance





Outer ring road. Direct links to Paris, Bordeaux and Montpellier





Proximity to major leisure development, swimming pool. Leisure experience. 





Public transport links such as the Toulouse metro and bus services. 





Inner ring road for ease of transportation to and from the game to those who live outside the city centre





Stadium location








